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Kay Gillette of Bella Ruse (Minneapolis, Minn.)

By Munson Haver

OIS Edtor 66 E.8TH » HOLLAND
Kay Gillette has a lot of cred. *CLICK HERE for advertising options.

She's got cred in circles of classically trained musicians and also cred with touring musicians that haven’t

necessarily gotten caught up in all them fancy book learnings. A lot of man (and woman) hours go into making
Gilette, one half of the minimalist folk duo Bella Ruse, graduated from Hope Coliege in Holland where she NOISE! your ear to the West Michigan music
sang opera. She’s parlayed that experience into becoming the tonsis behind the whimsical folk act from scene. Help support our efforts with a donation.
Minneapolis, which will visit Foundry Hallin South Haven on Wednesday night. Donate

“I think the years I spent singing opera totaly made me the singer that I am even though I'm not doing B v = P ]

that same stuff,” said Gillette from the road in Columbus, Ohio. "It kind of taught me to be intentional
about every sound I make. Even though I'm not choosing the same sounds I made with opera,

everything Ido is a choice.”
Along with Joseph Barker, the two have crafted a classic folk sound, hitting the road as a duo but playing RE (ENT REVI EWS

at home in a full band setting. Barker commands guitars whie Gillette plays auxiliary instruments ranging
from the glockenspiel to a toy piano, which gives a surprisingly heavy dose of diversity for just a couple
of musicians.
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“Ireally like it,” Gilette said of performing as a duo. “It always feels very intimate. I ke the chalenge. We
have to keep things interesting. We can't just be a voice and a guitar. That's why I have all those
instruments to lug up on stage.”

Iscored a complimentary copy of Bella Ruse’s latest EP that intoxicates the ears with Gillette's refined
vocals. She sounds like Norah Jones one minute and Macy Gray another. Gillette likes to see her act as in

the vein of artists like Feist and Ingrid Michaelson but with the old-fashioned jazzy feel of Edith Piaf. Day Lewis - Vietnam EP
“Itry to make decisions about how my voice sounds, but those are obviously dictated by what type of ﬂfﬁ’f%fcf f?ffi{,{ofliﬂfg ,.f/lef’ff'z,‘i’lew

Web2

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://www.facebook.com/pages/Noise-A-True-Music-Review/162826827113311
http://twitter.com/wmnoise
http://youtube.com/kalamazoonoise
mailto:westmichigannoise@gmail.com
http://kzoonoise.com/2.0/feed/
http://kzoonoise.com/2.0/
http://kzoonoise.com/2.0/
http://kzoonoise.com/2.0/about-us/
http://kzoonoise.com/2.0/artist-services/
http://kzoonoise.com/2.0/concert-calendar-2/
http://kzoonoise.com/2.0/other-features/
http://kzoonoise.com/2.0/category/features/
http://kzoonoise.com/2.0/category/interviews/
http://kzoonoise.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/BellaRuse.jpg
http://www.facebook.com/greenlightmusic
hhttps://fusionshows.com/checkout.php?event=1076
http://newhollandbrew.com/pub/events/
http://kzoonoise.com/2.0/about-us/advertise-with-us/
http://kzoonoise.com/2.0
http://kzoonoise.com/2.0/2011/07/01/review-vietnam-by-day-lewis/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

song we're doing,” Gilette said.

Gillette’s opera influence comes blatantly pouring out of the speakers on a short ditty entitled Ja/ presque
peur, which also let her show off her French.

“The French is the most obvious example,” she said. "I took French diction in college and it taught me
how to sound like a French person even though I have no idea what I'm saying [laughs].”

The band is poised to release a fulF-length in October. This summer, it's been solid touring along with
earning a spot opening the local instalment of Liith Fair. Back home, Gillette teaches music lessons while
Barker tutors. The gigs offer flexible schedules as they work to convert performing as their jobs.

“We're putting a lot of time and effort into that to make it a big thing,” Gillette said of the forthcoming
album. “As far as the future, I'm just really happy. I think things are going really well and we're trying to
make this our full time thing the best we can.”

Related articles:
- Singer, songwriter and teacher visits Foundry Hall
- Nathan K. totes genuine brand of fok

Contact Munson at munson@kzoonoise.com. And, get up-to-the-minute updates on local music and our
web site by following us on Twitter.
ke Sign Up to see what your friends like.
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The Benefits Of Adult Singing Lessons [ Learn Guitar says:
December 8, 2010 at 11:53 pm
[...] Kalamazoo NOISE! » From opera to folk, Kay Gillette’s vocal range fuels folk d... [...]
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sound, but starts off on a solid foot with this
abum. [READ MORE]

8.0 out of 10

The Mushmen - If You Ride With The Devil
A powerful brass section and driving drums
underscore their songs, which are an eclectic mix
of awesome stuff, including an instrumental track
which cleverly incorporates Danny Elfman’s
Beetlkejuice theme and an ode to long-suffering
late night host Conan O'Brien. [READ MORE]
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Shneal/Synergetic Productions - Self-titled
Synergetic is an album designed to make you
think and get you taking. It does, though
sometimes at the cost of keeping you Iistening.
Solid work by Shneal and Synergy Productions,
and great verses by Jon Harvey and Audrey
Marie. It’s worth picking up. [READ MORE]
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W MNoise Thank you:
http://t.co/dBOfLQe

26 days ago - reply - r et * fav orite

" WMNoise We penned another

p artist spotlight for the Battle Creek
Enquirer. Check it out:
http://t.co/PafxV18
36 days a / " T

0 * repl! et * favorite
WMNoise Here are some
noteworthy shows YOU should
consider checking out this
weekend, no matter where in
West Michigan you are:
http://t.co/i320ypk

42 days ago *reply * r et * fav orite

W MNoise Fight for your right to
pop punk: http://t.co/q8umdmH

days ago - reply et * favorite

P WMNoise We spun some

1 Shneal/Synergy Productions. See
what we thought:
http://t.co/EOqEHuUw

46 days ago * reply veet * favorite
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See ya soon

Fes2Val shows it only takes two
NOISE! in the Enquirer: BC's
cheering for the Hometeam
NOISE! Event: Alabama Spanking
Machines and 30 Steps To Forward
this Saturday in Kalamazoo
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